DEAN IS REBDKED 


Ziegler Disputes His 
Statement on Trying 
to Fijid Scapegoat 

By R. W. APPLE Jr. 


Special to The New York Times 

' WASHINGTON, April 19 — 
The White House abandoned 
today all show of support 
for the embattled Presidential 
counsel, John W. Dean 3d, who 
has been accused of complicity 
in the Watergate case. 

Mr. Dean, a 34-year-old law- 
yer who conducted the inves- 
tigation on which President 
Nixon based his original denials 
of White House involvement in 
the break-in, issued a state- 
ment this morning declaring 
that no one would succeed in. 
making him “a scapegoat.” 

Mr. Dean, heretofore consid- 
ered one of the stanchest 
“team players” in the Adminis- 
tration, bypassed the White 
House chain of command in 
. issuing the statement, notify- 
i ing neither Mr. Nixon nor the 
1 press office in advance. Instead, 
his secretary, her voice trem- 
bling, phoned it to newspaper 
offices. 

Ziegler Rebukes Dean 

Ronald L. Ziegler, the White 
House press secretary, ap- 
peared for the regular morn- 
ing news briefing about an 
hour later and reiterated his 
statement of yesterday that he! 
would answer no questions 


whatever about the Watergate 
, episode. 

Then, in response to the first 
question, he rebuked Mr. Dean, 
declaring that Mr. Nixon’s 
statement on Tuesday “made it 
quite clear that the process 
now under way is not one to 
find scapegoats but one to get 
at the truth.” 

In a major reversal of his 
previous position, Mr. Nixon 
said on Tuesday that he would 
permit his aides to testify be- 
fore a Senate committee in- 
vestigating the bugging of 
Democratic National Commit- 
tee headquarters last June and 
that he had ordered that no- 
major Administration official 
be given immunity from prose- 
cution. 

'' No New Backing Given 

Mr. Dean’s stock began to 
drop immediately after the 
President’s statement, when 
Mr. Ziegler refused to repeat 
earlier expressions of Mr. Nix- 
on’s support for the counsel. 
Furthermore, the President had 
made it clear that Mr. Dean 
was involved in neither the 
latest investigation of the case 
nor in negotiations with the 
Senate committee over new 
ground rules. 

In response to a barrage of 
further questions today, Mr. 
Ziegler expressed no enthu- 
siasm for him at all. 

Had Mr. Dean been fired? 
No. Had he resigned? No. Was 
he in his office today? Yes. 
When had the President last 
talked to Mr.- Dean on the 
phone? I don’t know. 

At one point, Mr. Ziegler was 
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